[ | 1!5’?11"% Katakana words

In modern Japanese 73’5‘137‘5?5 is used to write borrowed words. (Although the first

borrowed words were from Chinese, they have been thoroughly absorbed!) Some

borrowed words from various languages, reflecting Japan's historical connections, are:

hRTS a sweet sponge cake (from the Portuguese castella)
S2K+)L  aschool satchel (from the Dutch ransel)

Lohry x-ray (after the German scientist Roentgen who invented it)

Many English words have been borrowed, but in some cases their meaning has shifted,
and some have actually been 'made in Japan'!

Can you guess the meaning of the following? Answers below.
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Answers: heater, slim, busking, scales
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{4 is a simplified cursive form of a character, while F{R4 comes from one part of a

character. Here are 5 examples. (left) v:? - ""‘-—'.'3"'.‘-* "'3 - ﬁ
‘:ﬂ;*jfﬁ.'*ﬂ:‘u -ri]t\-rﬁ;l
Fefiefedek
beiberb-te- O
A RS



