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You all know that the kanji for Japan is B 4, meaning 'source of the sun' because it was located

L3 <
to the east of 1 [E (China, 'the country at the centre’), and the kanji B is often used to mean

2%y L TA
‘Japan’ or 'Japanese’ in compound words, eg. HZE##, Japanese-English dictionary. But other

countries' names too, as well as being written in katakana, can be written in kanji. The name for
Australia, for example, was originally written ;ZA%|F|, as a phonetic approximation I 2231),

Z5Lwd

and was later abbreviated to Z /. The Japanese-language newspaper in Australia is called

It

255
BZ& 7L X ]. (The actual meaning of Z is 'splendid, formidable'!). In the case of other countries

too, the kanji is usually used for its phonetic value.

Here are some examples:

ITIVR = if\ abbreviation of {LREE

A
H
N
U
pizas

abbreviation of Z[E (alternative name for England)

av7y = é‘g abbreviation of FEFHER
KAy = ;5; abbreviation of &%
AR = LEﬁ abbreviation of E1FE

FaYAY

TA)h = s abbreviation of FKFI0

H

5 = 4p  abbreviation of MNZEME

Ly

P U4 = 4p abbreviation of FAF|HE



Fill in the boxes with the correct kanji for each country.
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